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Roberta Morris:

Creativity is in Her Blood

By Emily Adams Keplinger | Photography by Gigi Hatfield for Gigi Marie Photography

oberta Morris (aka 'Berta) is a
local branding professional and
artist with more than 30 years
of experience. She attended
Arkansas State University (ASU), where
she earned a BFA in Graphic Design
with a minor in journalism in 1994.
Roberta says that combination proved
especially valuable in strengthening
her writing skills and helping shape her
career in advertising and publishing.

“During college and after graduation

| worked for various local print and
graphic shops—even doing a stint in
desktop publishing at Kinko’s (now
FedEx Office),” recalled Roberta. “After
about a year, however, | realized | was
a fish in need of a bigger pond. In 1995
| moved to Dallas with a paid summer
internship that later turned to a full-time
job offer and spent about 10 years in
advertising in-house and freelance (my
company Leave It to 'Berta was born

in 1998).”

Roberta continued, “After six years in
Dallas, | was feeling pretty burned out,
so | moved to Paris and recaptured
my creative spirit. After two and a half
years, | came back to the US and lived
in San Francisco for 20 years, where |
pivoted to branding, and publishing—
working for a nonprofit—until spring
of last year, as well as continuing

to freelance.”

In December of 2023, Roberta relocated

back to Memphis and is now a proud
resident of Midtown.

She says, “l just enjoy the quirkiness

of Midtown. Having lived in Paris and
San Francisco, | was used to a more
eclectic and urban mix of folks. | am not
a suburb-type person, so many outlying
areas are not on my radar. | personally
enjoy the diversity, the interesting
restaurants, shops, and people in the
area. | was lucky enough to find a place
I like that is way less expensive than

| was used to in the Bay Area. | also
moved back to be near family, so being
in Midtown puts me right in the middle
of everything and everyone.”

4 MIDTOWN LIVING

Since her homecoming, she has leaned
into her Leave It to 'Berta consulting
practice full time.

“Having worked agency-side and
in-house for a wide range of clients

from solopreneurs and nonprofits to
Fortune 500 and 100 companies, | work
to provide all my clients with quality,
creativity, and variety in the project work
| do,” explains Roberta. “My priority is

always to help businesses to brand and
promote themselves and their products
in a consistent and thoughtful way.”

Roberta loves branding and
collaborating with clients, but she says
she needs a creative outlet to recharge.
When she’s not designing, she spends
time in her art studio creating Fun-o-
matics pieces that she sells at local
shops, festivals, and events.



“Always an artistic kid, | come from a long line of creative
folks including writers, crafters, metal workers, fine artists,
photographers, and the musically inclined,” explained
Roberta. “You might say creativity is in my blood.”

When she’s not designing or in her studio, Roberta enjoys
tending to her many plants, traveling the world, exploring
adventurous cuisines, or diving into history and science.

“I'm also equally at home wandering art museums, singing
karaoke, sipping artisanal coffee, or spending time with

my cats Blue and Lucy. Additionally, | write about all things
colorful and creative on my Martini Minute blog. | enjoy giving
back to the community by using my design powers for good
for such organizations as Career Girls, Taproot Foundation,
GiveCamp and others. Not only have | provided consulting
and design services, I've also served on boards.”

Roberta also enjoys spending time with her feline family.

“l am the proud ‘cat mom’ to two kitties,” said Roberta. “Blue is
my Siamese boy who'’s 10 and very mischievous and bossy. He
basically runs the household. Lucy, by contrast, is my 12-year-
old calico who’s much more chill and sweeter in nature.

She is, however, a food thief. You've gotta watch your plate
around her.”

Roberta’s future plan is to continue to root herself in Memphis.
While she’s lived in and traveled many places in the world,
she’ll always call Memphis home.
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I HELPING BRANDS TO BLAST OFF

G reatin M e m p h is . AND SHOOT FOR THE STRRS!

Whatever the brand, Leave It to 'Berta!

From sketch pad to launch pad, ‘Berta blends
design with strategy to ensure clients feel heard
and. involved throughout the process. She finds
that this approach is key to creating authentic,
impactful branding for solopreneurs, nonprofits,
and Fortune 100 & 500 companies alike.

What can ‘Berta do for you and your business?
Schedule a complimentary 30-minute consult
and see!
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